

Adopted 4/25/17


Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Morgan, Carter, R. Gaffney and Dennis: 

RESOLUTION 2017-291-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING ELLEN SILER ON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT from hubbard house; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, as the Chief Executive Officer of Hubbard House since 1998, Ellen Siler has been dedicated to eradicating violence in our homes and saving the lives of victims of domestic violence and their children; and


WHEREAS, over the last 20 years with Ms. Siler at the helm, Hubbard House has provided services to more than 100,000 victims of domestic violence and their children. Access to emergency shelter, wrap-around services and community-based outreach has saved lives in Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, intimate partner homicides have been reduced in Duval County during Ellen Siler’s tenure through the Intimate Violence Enhanced Services Team (InVEST) program, a partnership with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and the City of Jacksonville. This program allows Hubbard House to proactively reach out to victims in the worst danger. It is now rare to find a domestic violence homicide in Duval County where Hubbard House or the police had an opportunity to intervene. Due to its success, the program has been replicated statewide; and 


WHEREAS, under Ms. Siler’s leadership, domestic violence advocates were embedded in the justice system and remain a presence at the Duval County Courthouse and at the Department of Children and Families, providing services to victims when and where they need them; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Siler has ensured that victims of domestic violence will be cared for in perpetuity in Jacksonville. Under her leadership, Hubbard House established a separate 501(c)(3) corporation, Hubbard House Foundation — with $7 million in assets — which provides financial stability for the organization and ensures Hubbard House will always be available to supply shelter and services to domestic violence victims and their children; and


WHEREAS, Ellen Siler expanded open access scheduling to victims of domestic violence through the opening of Hubbard House’s Outreach Center on Beach Blvd. Ms. Siler increased the capacity of Hubbard House from a $2.6 million to a $4.7 million budget and expanded the emergency shelter from 86 to 116 beds to meet the growing need for services; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Siler’s leadership and management of Hubbard House has fostered a work environment where staff thrive. Thirty-one staff members or 40% of the workforce, have served victims of domestic violence for more than 10 years and 25% of the workforce has more than 15 years tenure at the agency; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Ms. Ellen Siler on the occasion of her retirement from Hubbard House after 20 years of untiring efforts and commitment to eradicate domestic violence and wishes her the very best of good health, happiness and continued success in all future endeavors. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research

GC-#1121792-v1-2017-291-A.doc
1
- 2 -


